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The tate of the «Adventurers Caſe, which 
reſolves it ſelf . 


I 


Into the Nature of their Title and the Equity of it, conſiſting in theſe 
Particulars, x: 26 


S not only making a ſolemn Cone ir Er fins thercunto 
invited by his late Majcſty, and both Houſes of Parliament, as 
the moſt facile and expedite way then appearing to them for the 
ſudden ſuppreſſion of that Rebellion, in which it appeared that 
about three hundred thouſand of Engliſh Proteſtants were moſt 
Cruelly and Barbarouſly Maſfacred. 

2e That by the ſaid Contradt the Monies fo ſubſcribed and paid in, were tobe 
ſecured upon Irifþ Lands, forfeited by the ſaid Rebellion, which alſo were to be 
firſt ſatisfyed before any other diſpoſe was to be made of the ſaid forfeited Lands ; 
and were to beſet out and diſtributed by Lot to the faid Adventurers or their 
Afſgns, as ſoon as the ſaid Rebellion ſhould be ended, as by the ARs of the 17. 
and 18. of the late King, may more at large appear. 

. That uponthe invitation and Conditions aforeſaid, near four hundred thou- 
fand pounds were ſubſcribed and paid in by ſeveral Adventurers, 

4. That aftcr the Monies were thus ſubſcribed, the length of time conſidered 
before any Land was ſet out tothem, after the firſt breaking out of the ſaid Rebel- 
lion ; together with the ſmallneſs of the Rents, which are known to be of little ya- 
Jue in that Country; the charge the ſaid Adventurers were at for Surveying, 
Planting, Stocking, Building, and improving their ſaid Lots;and the further charge 
that the ſaid Adventurers have been fince put unto for maintaining and defending 
the ſame to near the value of the firſt Purchaſe, it will cafily appear, That there 
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is no Original Advcnturcr, but might with che Money in disburſe Purchaſe above . 


ſeven times the quantity of Lands that are-by the ſaid As due tohim ; and ſuch 
as are difficient wholly many times more. 

5+ That when the ſaid Rebellion was ended, and the faid Adventurers were 
according to theiaid AQ to be ſatisfyed (his Majeſty being then abſent) the (aid Ad- 
venturers were with the reft of the Nation ſubje& to the Powers that then held, 
and had Ulſurped the Government, and conſequently ſubje& to ſuch orders and rules 
as they the ſaid pretended Powers ſhould give and dire& for the fatisfaRion of 
them. By which means as the ſaid Adventurers were no way capable of purſuing the 
Letter of the Acts of the x7. and 18. before mentioned; fo not of obtaining any 
other ſatisfation, then what was appointed to be caſt at firſt by Lot on the Moyety 
of thoſe ten Counties that were named and preſcribed by rhe ſaid pretended Powers 
to them ; althovgh the forfeited Lands of the faid Moyety falling extreamly defi. 
cient of what they were eſtimated at, proved no ſmall Diſadvantage, Loſs, and Ob- 
ftru&ion to the ſettlement of many of them; who have remained to this day deficit» 
ent of their ſatisfaion. : 

6. That his Majeſty upon his moſt happy Reſtauration, talging into his graci. 
ous conſideration the force the ſaid Adventurers (as well as the reft of theſe King- 
doms ) had for a ſeaſon been under , And that many of them were entirely aff:&ed 
for his Majefty, and eminently a&ive for his Refſtauration; And further weighing 
in hi3 Princely Juſtice and Wiſdom, and extraordinary chirge which the ſaid Ad- 
venturers had been at in Settling and Planting their ſaid Lots, with the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion that had been for ſome years held by them, was upon theſe reafons tenderly 
moved to declare, that no advantage ſhould be raken to the prejudicing or inva= 
lidating the right or title of the ſaid Adventurers; becauſe their Lots were not in 
all things purſued according to the ſtrineſs of the Law ſet down in the Atts before 
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mentioned. But that all the Linds, Tenements, and Herediraments, of which a!! Pag. 116 
or any of the ſaid Adventurers were pofſefſed the 7. day of May, 1659. ſhould(with- x2, 
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out any abatement) be confirmed and made good to them, their Heirs, and Aſſigns 
for ever. And that all that were deficient Adventurers in' whole orin part, ſhould 
alſo be ſatisfyed out of the Moycty of the ſaid Ten Counties,or out of the County 
of Lowth, or out of ſome other forfeited Lands that ſhould be thought conveni- 
ent. And did further graciouſly declare and provide, that if any Adventurer had 
by any irregularity or miſtake been placed on any Church-Lands, or the Lands of 
any Proteſtant, or of any Innocent Papiſt , being ſuch as ſhall prove themſelves to 
have been Faithful and Loyal unto, and never to have aced againſt his Majeſties 
late Father or Himſelf, fince 22, of Ofober, 1641. The ſaid Adventurer though to 
be removed from his poſſeſſion, to make room for rhe ſaid Innocent Papiſt, ſhould 
nevertheleſs forthwith have a reprize of equal value, worth, and purchaſe, in other 
forfcited Lands. 


I. 
Into the Nature of their Complaint, 


The ſubſtance of which is, that after the Adventurers were again thus confirmed 
in their ſeveral and reſpeCive Rights, and that a ſettlement of them with a due 
reſpe& to the Souldier, and indeed to the whole Proteſtant Intereſt, and to all other 
intereſt in that Kingdom, had by the great care, pains, and extraordinary Induſtry 
of his Majeſty himſelf been thus made and publiſhed by his gracious Declaration, 
which was further and for the better confirmation of it, to the ſaid Adventurers and 
others paſſed into a Bill; nevertheleſs through the undue proceedings, and miſ- 
management of the truft of certain Commiſſioners that were ſent over from hence to 
ſce his Majeſties faid Declaration Cwith the AC for confirming of it) put into Exc- 
cution all that happy, equal, and juſt.ſetclement, thus graciouſly provided and in- 
tended by his Majcfty , and no leſs expeQed by the ſaid Adventurers, wasnot on- 
ly in a greac meaſure fruſtrated, and the ſaid Adventurers deprived proportiona- 
bly of the benefit of it ; but the end of it ina ſenſe totally perverted. 

Which Complaint, with the juſtneſs and truth of it will clearly appear to any that 
ſhall pleaſe ro conſider the Circumſtances following grounded on matter of Fa&. 

'For whereas pag. 16 and I7 of the faid AQ there i: an expreſe proviſion made 
for the Rights of any Proteſtants whoſe Lands had been diſpoſed of in the late times, 
and for every Iriſh Proprietor whatever of the Popiſh Religion, that had been di- 
ſpoſſ:{{ed of their Eftates meerly for being Papiſts: And that it is thereupon declared, 
That the Innocent Papiſts ſhall be ſuch (as was before mentioned, viz.) as ſhall 
prove themſelves to have been faithful and Loyal unto, and never to have ated 
againſt his lare Royal Majcfty, or againſt his Soveraign Majeſty that now is fince 


the 220f Ofiober 164.1. In which Caſe ſuch was the great tenderncſs of his Majeſty, 
' That even;though ſuch Innocent Papift had had Land formerly diſpoſed to them 


in. Connzght, and had been there ſetled ; yet they were immediately to be reftored 
to their ancient poſſeſſions, and the Adventurer and Souldicr to be removed with- 
out any previous repriſal given them, l 

Notwithſtanding which ſaid Clauſc , and His Majeſties great care thus fignal- 
ly to diſtinguiſh between the perſons deſigned to be taken into this great Grace, 
and all others of that Nation: And notwithſtanding alſo the greater neceſlity 
which was incumbent upon all the ſaid perſons to make ſuch proof, in regard pag. 
36, of the ſaid AQ, It is yet further expreſly provided, That none ſhall be 
accounted an Innocent Papiſt , that ing of full age and ſound memory, enjoyed 
their Eſtate real and perſonal in the Rebels Quarters, which became them therefore 
in the firſtpJace by proot to clear themſelves of, before ſuch their Innocency could 
poſſibly by the ſaid Law be preſumed (eſpecially when the Engliſh Quarters were 
confined to ſo narrow a room as they were.) 

Yet ſuch was the Inclinations of the ſaid Commiſſioners to the Iriſh, That as f no 
ſuch inftrufions had been made : And without any reſpeR had to them , the Iriſh 
under all Qualifications were not only admitted freely to claim their reſpeRive 
Eftates without any proofs of their Innocency firſt demanded of them , or of fo 
much as their living and abiding conſtantly in the Engliſh Quarters, notwithftand- 
ing both the words of the At required proof, and the generality of the age 
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(not only well known , but fignified in the very AG it (elf ) did inforce the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of it.. And had their Eſtates ſo claimed, decreed to them accordingly 
(even though ſometimes there was neither clear proof made, nor any ſtri&t cxami- 
nation had of the very Ticles themſelves of the eſtates ſo claimed Junlcf a proof were 
atually brought to Evidence their Nocency and Rebellion by the Englifh, 

Which proof, though in ſome Caſes it was altogether impoſſible ro be made after 
twenty years time being elapſed : And when the Rebellion was ſo general, and ſo 
many Thouſands of the Engliſh were within that time dead., and had. been killed 
in thedefence of the ſaid Kingdom : And when ſo many means and Artifices had du- 
ring that time becn induſtriouſly uſed to murther fuch Witnefles, ſuppreſs ſuch Evi- 
dences, and alſo to vitiate and imbezle ſuch Records and Teſtimonies as might any 
way prove the ſaid Rebellion againſt particular perſons, as are by the ſaid Air 
ſe]f taken notice of : And therefore abundantly the more unreaſonable to exat the 


faid proof from the Engliſh, and eſpecially from the Adventurers, who were ſtrans ,' 


gers wholly to that Country. 

Nevertheleſs, as if this Caſe had no way differed from that which is common or 
ordinary ; or had had no Circumſtances in it ſufficiently to diſcrinate ir from all 
others, The proof was not yet only caſt, but made more hard or more impoſſible for 
the ſaid Adventurers, by the following Courſe and Proccedings of the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners. Viz. | | 
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1. While the ſaid Commiſſioners, though by the very tenour of their Qath they 


were to adminiſter Juſtice between His Majeſty and the Subjc&; yet refuſed ro 
allow the King to be a Party, even though the Houſe of Commons then fitting in 
Parliament in that Kingdom, and having Judiciouſly taken Cognizance of rhe mat= 


. ter, declared their Judgment in it, and the neceſſity tor ic by their Speaker (viz ) 


That the tryal of Nocency and Innocency , being the ſame with the tryal of 
guilty of the Rebellion (or of the Qualifications and Exceptions in the At mention- 
cd) or not guilty , could not be accounted any cther then a Plea of the Crown, and 
therefore the King unavoidably cntituled to be a party toit. And though for wanc 
of this Admiſſion of His Majcſty to be a Party, both the Crown it felt, the ſaid 
Adventurers, and all other the Engliſh and Proteſtants , were deprived of the be- 
nefic of that Evidence, which the Law alloweth on the Kings behalt. And that the 


Iriſh having by this means Conncel allowed to them, were not only countenanced, 


but imboldned againſt the Englifh. 
'2, While therefore in many Caſes they would admit of no proofs at all taken 
upon Record ; but exalted living Teſtimonies to be produced before them, 

3. While nevertheleſs under pretence that the Officers who ſerved in that King- 
dum before 1649. were parties (becauſe they had a Claim in general to their Ar- 
rears, though it appeared not where) They did debar and. exclude the Teftimony 
both of the aid Officers , and their Tenants, though they were not only perſons of 
Honour and Repute ; but the only Engliſh Witnefſes upon the matter, that were 
then ſurviving in that Kingdom. 


4- Which ſtrange and unheard of Exception was yet the harder , in regard the 


PopiſbPriefts did at the ſame time thunder forth threats of Excommunication againſt 
any Iriſh that ſhould aually be aſſiſtant to the Engliſh in their proofs before the ſaid 
Commiſſioners : By which means not only the ſaid Adventurers, but all other the 
Proteſtants came every way to be ftraitned and diftreſſed for want of Evidence. 

5. While notwithſtanding this ſevericy to the Engliſh, they did yet admit Iriſh 
to be Witneſs for Irith , even although they were not ſoch only as had lived in the 
Enemies Quarters ; but ſome of them ſuch as had aftually been convicted and 
proved nocent before them, 

6. Yea, when a Proof hath not without all theſe difficulties been brought by the 


faid Adventurersor other Proteſtants (and by ſeveral Teſtimonies upon Oath made 


good) to evidence the nocency a&ually of the faid Iriſh ; yer even after ſuch proof 
made,the Iriſh were admitted to produce their Countrymen to make negative proofs. 
And thoſe very negative proofs were admitted againſt the affirmative proofs, brought 
by the Engliſh , though contrary, not only to all preitdents and proceedings in 
Criminal Caſes, but to the Law it ſelf. And though ſuch a praQtice once admitted, 
no Juſtice can cafily be expc&cd againſt the Rankeſt and moſt Criminal Offenders, 
But all Evidence imaginable how good or ſtrong ſoever, may cahily be eluded. Fw 
To 
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75. All which nevertheleſs the ſaid Commiſſioners not only did, but perfifted in, 
even after and notwithſtanding the Houſe of Commons then fitting in Ireland, and 
who being the Paſſers were the moſt competent Dirc&ors and Interpreters of the 
faid A&,did in February 1662, with their Speaker wait upon his Grace the Lord 
| Lieutenant, partly to complain of, and partly to prevent ſeveral of the faid abuſes 

and miſcarriages which arc here mentioned, eſpecially when the ſaid Commiſſ- 
oners refuſing ro proceed in the faidTryal by Jurys,had made themſelves the fole and 
arbitrary Tryers and Judgers of all perſons and. Caſes whatever, that were capable 
by the ſaid Afro come before them. 

$.And yet as if all this were too too little favour to expreſs to the ſaid Iriſh, after 
the time appointed by the ſaid AR for the Tryal of the ſaid innocent Papiſts, was 
wholly efluxed and determined ; and that many of the Defendants among the Ad. 
venturersand others, relying upon the ſaid determination, and upon the opinion of 
their Council therein, did repair to their habitations in the Country : The ſaid 
Commiſſioners continued there fitting about ſeven weeks longer, within which 
ſmall compaſs of time(by reaſon of the abſence of the ſaid Defendants, and little 
notice that was capable to be had of the ſaid Claims)more Lands was decreed away, 
than during all their fitting for twelve months before. 

For whereas the Adventurers had in their rwelve months fitting loſt of their Poſe 
ſcſlions not above eighty four thouſand Acres,or there about,there was within the laſt 
ſeven weeks fitting of the ſaid Commillioners decreed from the Adventurers alone, 
One hundred and forty thouſand Acres befides the firſt Eighty four thouſand. 

9. Nor is it yet leſs to be remarked ; that though it was his Majeſties expreſs 
pleaſure, Pap, 18. and oneof the expreſ: Inſtructions in the ſaid AQ, Pg. 37, That 
ſuch Proteſtants, both Adventurers, and Souldicrs, as were removed, ſhould be 
forthwith reprized in other forfeited Lands of equal value, worth, and purchaſe. 
And though rhe Oaths of the faid Commiſſioners did no lels tye them to this, then 
to other the Inftra&ions of the ſaid At; And that the Lord Lieutenant, and Coun- 
cil, in purſuance of the Authority given them by the ſaid AR, did exprefly dirc& 
thefaid Commiſſioners to beſtow ſome part of their time for reprizing ſo many 
Englith as had loſt (by theſe their unheard of proceedings ) both their poſſeſſions and 
improvements, yer ſuch was their intentneſs upon pleaſuring the Iriſh, and diſpoſing 
away the Lands from the Crown, and from the Engliſh, that neither during the 
whole time of their twelve months ſitting, nor during the ſeven weeks further aſſume 
ed by them, anytime was ſpared for the reprizal ſo much as of one fingle perſon. 


By which unuſual and unheard of Proceedings 


As ſcarce one of forty among the ſaid Tri, that ſo claimed their Eſtates, was 
found nocent, or could poſſibly indeed be ſo found; according to the rules and 
courſe of proceedings aforeſaid. vg ; 

So many perſons publickly known to be aRive in .the Rebellion , were by this 
means wholly reſtored,nor on!y to their ancient Eſtates, but to far greater,and to the 
Engliſh Improvements upon them; great ſcopes and traits of Land tothe quantity of 
near Twelve hundred thouſand Acres Iriſh meaſure, were decreed from the Crown 
and from the Eng'iiſh. | 

And for a further Complyance with the Irifh and with others that had obtained 
great grants of Land from his Majeſty , a neceſſity was pretended, that there would 
not now be Lands left ſufficient to make Repriſals for all that bad loſt their poſe 
ſeſſions, and for ſatisfying of Incumbrances, and making up of Deficiencies, unlefs 
the Adventurers, Souldiers, and reſt of the Engliſh there (fome Lords and emi- 
nent Perſons only excepted) would quit a part of all that they had a right unto, 
to make up a ſatisfaRtion for the reſt And that though neither his Majeſties De- 
claration, nor the A of Settlement, doth any where warrant any ſuch procced- 
ing, though alſohis Majeſty do by his Declaration, Pag, 11. 12,25,26, 27, 28. ex- 
preſly provide and take care for his Protettant Subj:&s to be firſt ſatisfyed, their 
due and juſt intereſts before any other : And that a years Rent was Pag. 28. and 
29. raiſed upon the Adventurers z a years Rent more upon the Souldiers. that were 
ſatisfyed 1653 and a year and halfsRent(all according to the utmoſt value in 1659). 
from the Souldier that was ſatisfyed in 1655. 1656, and 1657. purpoſcly for the 
better gratifying and complying with all Intereſts. Upon 
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Upon which unwarrantable pretence, nevertheleſs a new A& was contrived and 
ſet on foot, under the name of explaining ſome doubts 'in the A& of Settle: 
ment. By which, | 

I. All the Decrees made by the ſaid Commiſſioners, in the tryal of the aid 
Papiſts, after the manner and FOO atoreſaid were in Terminzs, abſolately 
ratifyed and confirmed, as well thoſe made after the time limited by their Com- 
miſſion, as thoſe within the ſaid ri.ne, as appears Pag. 8, Pag.51. and Pag. 127, and 
that with an expreſs mor ob/tante to any exception tapable co be taken againſt the 
faid Decrees, cither in the point 'of time when the ſaid Decrees were made, or as 
to any irregularity of them in not purſuing his Majcſties ſaid Declaration and Inftru- 
Qions, Nearing to the intent of the AR of Secclement, and as they were by their 
duty obliged. 

<3 — the Earl of Antrim, but the Lord of Gormans Town, the Lord 
Dunſany, the Lord Montgarret, Lord Nettervil, with ſeveral other Iriſh (too notoe. 
rious to be tryed by the ſaid Commiſſioners as Innocents) were by the ſaid expla- 
natory A either abſolutely reſtored, or provided for,as appears Pag.70. and 71. to 
Pag. 145. though in his Majeſties ſaid Declaration the Grid perſons were only pro- 

unded as Nominees, and not otherwiſe to have any part of their Eſtate, until 
ſuch as had the poſſeſſion of them were firſt equally reprized for the true worth and 
value of them, if parting with them. 

3. All the Lands in the Province of Connaght,and Counties of Lymmerick,Clare,and 
Typperary,which were at a vaſt charge to his late Majeſty,and by a due Inquiſition le- 
gally taken in the time ofthe Lord of Strafford's Government, tound to belong to the 
Crown, and accordingly veſted and ſettled on it ina time of peace, Amounting in 
all to near two Millions of Acres; are by the ſaid explanatory AR Pag,7. again taken 
away wholly out of the Crown, and'the ſaid legal Inquificion made null, though 
no cauſe is ſhown, nor any mention made in the ſa'd A& of any proceedings had 
in any Court or other where againſt the'(aid Inquilitions, or any Compenſation ap- 

ars to have been given to his Majeſty for the Recompence of ſo great a loſs to him. 

4+ By which Aalſo a full third part,not only of the Souldiers, bur of all the faid 
Adventurers right is Peg. 9. wholly without their conſent wreſted away from them. 

And notwithſtanding it appears by the Records of the Surveyor Generals Office, 
that there were more then four Millions and a halfof Acres that were admeaſured-ſer 

out or ſequeſtred as Lands forfeited, which would near eight times have fatisfyed the 
whole debt of the ſaid Adventurers, And notwithſtanding it is by the faid Ads of - 
the 17. and 18. of the late King, and by the exprefs contrat there mentioned, ex- 
prelly provided that no forfciced Lands ſhould be diſpoſed of, before the faid Ad- 
venturersdebt were firſt ſarisfyed. 

Yer ſuch hath been the diſpoſition of Lands that hath been made by the faid 
Commiſlioners, That in a Report niade by themſelves to the Lord Lieutenant and 
Councel on the 14, of February laſt ; it appears that befides the third part of the 
whole debt taken away,as aforeſaid,from the Adventurers, which doth alone amount 
to near two hundred Thouſand Acres , and befides tke elapſe money taken away 
from them alſo , amounting to near Thirty Thouſand Pounds Sterling : And be- 
fides the monies raiſed of a whole years Rent, according to the value of Lands in 
1659. from the Adventurers, from the Souldiersin genera], and from the pretended 
Innocent Papiſts that had their Eftates decreed to them , which were ( as before 
mentioned) all intended for the better ſatisfying of all Intereſt. And befides above 
Five Hundred Thouſand Acres taken away as a third part of the Souldiers Land, yer 
the debt remaining, and required only for ſetting out Repriſals to ſuch as have loft 
their poſſeſſion for making up of deficiencies,and ſatisfying of Incumbrances,a:mounts 
to upward of Eight Handed and Seventy Thouſand Acres, For the ſatisfying of 
which, there is nevertheleſs confeſſed tobe in their hands no more then Five Hun» 
dred Thouſand Acres, of which One Hundred Fifty and Four Thouſand Acres, or 
thereabout, lying in the mountainous part of the County of Kerry, and in the 
mountainous part of the Baronies of Bear, Bantry, and Carberry in the County of 

Cork, arc ſuch, and ſo bad Lands, as they will not be ſet or occupied by any 


without diſcharge of the quit Rent of thew. 
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So that there remains of Land capable to be planted and managed but Three 
Hundred Forty and Six Thouſand Acres or thereabout to faticfic a debt of far more 
than a million of Acres juſtly due according to his Majz=ttie: Dectaration and Inftru. 
Aions and the Intention of the AR of Scttlement, which debc ſo remaining, takes 
away all pretence (vnleſs innameand in noiſc Jof the atual Settlement of that King- 
dom, Tad: the Reality of it. 


For how ſhall it be rationally affirmed by any, That Ireland is ſetled, when His Aa- 
eftics Declaration and Inttructions are not followed , nor the principal ends of them dif. 
charged and executed : And what colour canthere be. for any to affirm the ſaid ends are 
purſued, when thoſe very Intereſts that are Primarily Provided for by the ſaid Declaration 
and AA for Settlement, are not in their juſt debts ſatisfied, or when that ballance which 
was by the great and extraordinary Care, Prudence, and Fuſtice of His Majeſty moſt 
equally and exaGily ſet for the poiſing of all Parties in that Kingdom: ( as appears pag. 
27, 28. of the Aa ) ſhall with ſo much advantage in tbe executing of 1t be caſt pen the 
Iriſh : And when for the ſake of one Party, not a ſmall but a vaſt debt is caſt upon av.0. 
ther Party, that either us never to be ſatisfied , and then His Majeſties Juſtice as well as 
Intention fails in ihe accompliſhment of it, and that very pleaſure of His jo openly pub. 
liſhed and declared , is expreſly oppoſed and thwarted ; or if ſatisfied, new difficul. 
ties ( after the Partial difpcſal of near Five Millions of Acres Triſh, which is near Fight 
Millions of Acres Engliſh ) muſt upon His moſt Excellent Majeſty and Councel be un- 
avoidably Created, 


III. 
Into the Nature of their Prayer. 


By which true and impartial account of the proceedings of the Commiſſioners 
there, and of the ſtate of things in that Country, It will appear, 

That the Adventurers can never either too often mention, or with thankfulneſs 
enough acknowledge that vigilancy, care, and pains, which was with ſo much un- 
weariednes ſpent by His Majeſty, for the forming of a juſt, cqual, and firm Settle- 
ment, and that even indifferently between all the parties concerned in that Country. 

That for as much as the ſaid Declaration therefore was a Birth brought 

forth with ſomuch labour and difficulty to the Perfon of His moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeRy ; and was (after all) the means which His Majeſty freely and maturely made 
choice of and judged in his Princely Wiſdom beft and moſt neceflarily conducing to 
the quiet and peaccable Settlement of that his diſtrated Kingdom, and to the fatis- 
faftion and content of all Intereſt whatever that did relate to it, The pleaſure and 
accompliſhment of which He himſelf hath declared was both more preferrable by 
him, and far more grateful tohim, then the conſideration of any advantage that 
might otherwiſe be made of that Kingdom, as appears by the very words of His Ma- 
jelty, Pag. 27, 28, 
- The Adventurers for theſe expreſs Reaſons do therefore with all humbleneſs and 
earneftne(s defire, That the faid Declaration with that equal and juſt Settlement, 
not only intended and provided thereby ; but even by his Majeſty Himſelf defired 
to be given to all Intereſts concerned in that Country (and that indifferently) may as 
impartially be purſued, and in all reſpeRs ratified and confirmed. 

2. But for as much as it was neither the Pleaſure of His Majeſty, nor the Intention 
of the ſaid-Declaration, That any ſuch Iriſh Papifts as were really and notorioufly 
nocent, ſhould be fo reſtored, as that the Engliſh thereby ſhould be any way damni- 
fied : And that notwithſtanding this expreſs care and proviſion of his Majeſty 
through the moſt undue and irregular proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſioners , and 
by their contriving and ſetting on foot the ſaid AR for explanation, ſeveral Iriſh that 
have been not only eminently guilty of the Blood of that horrid and unprovoked 
Rebellion , but eminently a&ive in the very Condu of it, in the capacity cf Ge- 
nerals, Lieutenant, and Major Generals, Councellors in the ſupreme Afembly, 
Agents abroad to Forraigne Princes, &c. have been and are reſtored both to their 
Land, Blood, and Eſtates ; And ſome of them to far greater Eſtates then ever nr 
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had before the ſaid Rebellion, and to all the very Improvements of the Engliſh-up» 
on them { as if they had merited for murthering His Majcſties Subj:&«) and 
the ſaid Aciventurers and others the poor Engliſh and Proteſtants in that Kingdom, 
have been not or.'y turned out of their Lands, but moſt of them co this day not any 
War repriſed for the loſe of them. 

For theic Reaſons therefore the ſaid Adventurers do ( as intheir humble and 
bounden Du'y to His Majeſty they ought) wichall tervency ſupplicate, 

That all thoſe exorbitant Courſes and irregular Proceedings , which ſince His 
Majeſtics Declaration, and under colour or pretence of executing of it, are alleadged 
to have obſirufted thar moſt equal, juſt, and happy Settlement intended to be given 
by it to all pariies, andin the firſt place to His Majeſties Proteſtant Subjc&s there, 
(who had d:arly purchaſed the Intereſt they have in that Kingdom and to have per- 
verted the very end of the {aid Declaration ; even to the depriving His Majcſty of thar 
great pleaſure which he propounded in the due accompliſhment of it: And no lcfs dee 


_ priving bork the ſaid Adventurersand the reſt of the poor Proteſtants and Engliſh of 


that Bencfit and Right which he moſt graciouſly intended. And further to have 
been to the prejudice of His Majeſties Revenue and Crown , and to the very Safety 
and Security of that Kingdom ; may in ſuch manner as ſhall ſeem beſt to the Wiſe 
dom and Juſtice of the ſaid Honourable Houſe , be put into a way of Examination : 
and if found true by proof ready to be produced before the ſaid Honourable Houſe, 
may then in ſuch manner alſo as ſhall ſeem beſt to them, not only be diſcounte- 
nanced, but redrefſed, 

. In order ro which, in as much as the ſaid Adventurers Contra being at firit 
grounded on the ſolemn Honour, Juſtice, and Faith of His late Majefty, an4 of both 
Houſes of Parliament in England. the Care of the ſaid Adventurers ſatisfattion( wich 
whatever may concern the Juſt Comolaints of them) doth, as the ſaid Adventurers 
humbly conceive, properly appertain unto and devolve upon His Soveraign Ma- 
jeſty that now is, and che Parliament at preſent afſembled : And thar rae nature of 
their Complaint alſo conſidered, they cannot poſſibly be elſewhere Relieved, either 
#Fainſt the Arbitrary Power and proceedings of the ſaid Commitlhoners, or againſt 
the extraordinary Jnjury ſuſtained by their undue Decrees z or againſt the further 
wrongs occafioned to them from the A& of Explanation , then by rhe Parliament'of 
Enzland and the Authority of it. 

Th: ſaid Adventurers therefore a* they find th-mſclves for theſe Reaſons abſo- 
lutely conſtrained to make their App ication to the ſaid Honourable Houſe (and to 
his Majcfty as now ſetting in Parliament) ſo they the more carneitly ſupplicate and 
implore the favour and juſtice of it. | 

4. For as much as the wreſting away without their conſent one third part of all 
their Right from them, after ſo long a time of forbearance of their Money, and 
afrer ſo much charge which hath more then equalled the fi: t Purchaſe ; and with 


| little profit and advantage as hath been hitherto reaped by the ſaid Adventurers 


from it; hath been nor only a moſt apparent violence, and extraordinary injury, 
and wrong done to the ſaid Adventurer*(with a Breach alſo exprefly commitred upon 
his Majeſties Declaration) Bur a poſitive Infringment of the Priviledges of the ſaid 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, and of the Parliament of England it felt, with 
whom alone the ſaid Contra being at firſt made and perte&ed by the aid Ad- 
venturers; By whom alſo it being openly declared and publiſhed, In honour: of 
whom, arid of the Faith and Authority of it, it ought to have been caretully and 
Religiouſly obſerved. | 

For as much alſo as the loſs of the third faid part added to the Deficiencies yer 
reſting, of the ſaid Adventurers, and to their Elapſe Money ; and to the Repritals 
due to them for the Lands decreed away from them; and to the Incumbrances {tiJ! 
lying upon the ſmall and remaining part of the Eitate of them, doth and wi!l upon 
account amount to the one half,if not more of the whole that is due to them (and 
therefore is no ſmall part of their Concern) And yet that no part of this can any 
way viſibly be had, ſave out of thoſe Lands that are reſerved as the genera] and 
repriſable ſtock of thar Country. | 

For as much nevertheleſs as it hath already appeared, that the faid Stock is 
much of it not Plantable, or Occupiable by the (aid Adventurers ; bur is of has 
| quality 


(8 
quality as was by their Contraft ( and by the AQ of the 17. and 18, years of the « 
 Jate King) expreſly to be caſt in, over and above the Meadow, Arable and Paſture 
which was to be fet out to them. Or if it were plantable and Occupiable b 
them, it is yet ſhort and unable aiready to fati:fie the demands of ſeveral others 
out of it, and of that very debt acknowledged tobe Repriſable from it. And that 
therefore as rhe ſaid Commilſioners have now ordered and diſpoſed of the forfeited 
Lands in that Kingdom , there remains no viſible way or means whereby the 
ſaid Adventurers can poſlibly hope, or propound to themſelves to be there fatisfyed. 
| For theſe Reaſons therefore,even from the utter impoſlibilityſ or at leaſt from the 
incxtricable difficulty) that appears to the ſaid Adventurers, which way, or by 
what means they may poſſibly obtain that juſt fatisfaRtion which is due to them, 
according to the Contraft made by the Parkament of England with them (unleſs 
ſome expedient be allowed by the ſaid Honourable Houſe to be cff:red by the ſaid 
Adventurers to them) The ſaid Adventurers are yet farther ncceflitated to caſt 
themſelves upon the Favour and Juſtice of the ſaid Honourable Houſe ; and to ſup- 
plicatc the Honour and Authority of them to make valid and good their Contra 
with them. 

5. Wherefore for as much as no trouble had been put upon the ſaid Honourable 
Houle, or any application made by the ſaid Adventurers to his Majeſty now fitting 
in Parliament, could any way have appeared to them to be otherwiſe relieved 
arainſt the ſaid Commilſtoners, or againſt the prejudice done them by the ſaid A& 
for explanation. 

For as much alſo as it is not either expreſſed in their Petition, or in the leaſt in- 
tended by the ſaid Adventurers, that any Adventurer, or any Souldier that is 
confirmed in their reſpe&ive poſſeſſions, or hath taken out Letters Patents for 
them, or is in the quiet hoJd of them; ſhould be either diſturbed in tkem, or 
put to claim his Land again before a new Judicatory and Commitfion: Or that 
any thing is by the ſaid Adventurers, or by theic Petition propounded to the 
queſtioning of any other proceedings that have been made purſuant ro his Maje- 
ties Declaration, or to that equa], happy, and juſt Settleftent that is publiſhed and 
"A or bop bn pp nmd ther the Addreſs which is ow m:d8 by the aid Advertnivers 
tr the ſaid Honourable Houſe, hath not been carried on upon the account of an 7 
; articular perſon zharever, or in favour roany Mans particuJar Concern ogComi- 
; laint; but is made and preſerred by the Commirtee fitting at Grocers Halt; And 
by vertae of the Powers and Truſts expreſly given by the Body of Advengrers to 
chem, and ſo is p.irſued on behalt of the Common and publick Right and Concern 
of ther, 

They therefore do with all humbleneſs defire, that none of thoſe Reports tend- 
ing to aſperſe the Petitioners to the contrary, as if they were a few men only that 
are Fa&ious, or a3 if they aimed at the DeſtruRion of All that Settlemen: that hath 
been hicherro ma.le, or as if they were about to deſire things no way conſiſtent 
with the common good and fafery of that poor Country ; but. endeavoured to un» 
rave' all things, and to reduce all into a Chaos and Confuſion, may be credited, 

But may be rejz&:d by the ſaid Honourable Houſe as ſcandaJous and falſe, and 
ſuch as have not only maliciouſly, but purpoſely been difſeminated , and ſpread 
abroad by the Iriſh and their adherents {and by ſuch as have got great and exor- 
bitant grants and poſſeſſions of Land into their hand_) to obſtru&, kinder, and 
diſcredit the juſt Complaint and Addreſs of the ſaid Committee ; who as they 
defire nothing more then, ſo ſhall (having now ſtated the truth of their Caſe) ſub. 
mit"to nothing more readily and: chearfully, then to whatever judgment and de- 
te: mination ſhall by the wiſdom of his Majeſty and Parliament be made concern- 
ing the Peace, Safery, and Settlement of that poor Kingdom, 


FINTIS. 


